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vrisdom. Without this it is a baseless tyranny, a
senseless usurpation. In those days it struck in with
the whole feudal system, which was one of strict grada-
tion and subordination; to the hierarchy of Church
and State was equally wanting the Crown, the Sove-
reign Liege Lord.b

When this idea was first promulgated in all its naked
sternness by Gregory VII., it had come into collision
with other ideas rooted with almost equal depth in the
mind of man, that especially of the illimitable Ctesarean
power, which though transferred to a German Emperor,
was still a powerful tradition, and derived great weight
from its descent through Charlemagne* But the im-
perial power, from its elective character; from the strife
and intrigue at each successive election; from constant
contests for the imperial crown; from the opposition of
mighty houses, one or two of which wore almost always
nearly equal in wealth and influence to the Emperor;
from the weaknesses, vices, tyrannies of tho Emperors
themselves, had been more and more impaired; that of
the Pope, notwithstanding transient obscurations, had
been silently ascending to still higher estimation. The
humiliation of the Emperor was degradation; it brought
contempt on the office, scarcely redeemed by the abili-
ties, successes, or even virtues of new Sovereigns; the
humiliation of the Pope was a noble suffering in the
cause of God and truth, the depression of patient holi-
ness under worldly violent In every scliism tho

b A letter of Innocent to the Con-
suls of Milan declares that it is sacrilege
to doubt the decrees of a Pope; that
though ho is born of sinners, of a Binful
race, yet, since he fills the place of him
that WAS without Bin, he who

him despises Christ. The cause of dis-
pute was the excommunication of
Fassaguerra, against which theMihrncne
protested as unjust. Compare tho De-
cTctalia, ii. and ill., on the superiority 01
the priesthood to the topoial